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I welcome the publication of the Rural Affairs and Environment Committee's thoughtful and
considered report on the future of agricultural support in Scotland and am writing to express
my broad support for many of the conclusions it reaches. Although this report was published
towards the end of the last session of Parliament we agreed that the Scottish Government
should not respond until after the election.

I am glad that the committee supported the three broad priorities of fairness, flexibility and
simplification identified by the Devolved Administrations in their joint submission to the UK
Government in January this year. I shall continue to argue most strenuously to the UK
Government for Scotland to have a fair share of the overall Common Agricultural Policy
(CAP) budget, the flexibility that we need to take account of the high proportion of Less
Favoured Area (LFA) land that we have and for"greater simplification of the CAP to remove
unnecessary red tape that can hinder progress by both government and the farming industry.

The committee's report also highlights a number of other important issues, such as;
• The important link between support and sustainable food production,
• The role that farming plays in the delivery of many other public benefits which are vital

in helping to mitigate climate change and to help improve Scotland's biodiversity and
water quality;

• Retention of the 2 Pillar structure of the CAP;
• Retention of Direct Payments but a recognition that there is need for a change

towards area-based payments,
• A recognition that a "one size fits all" approach won't work for area payments in

Scotland,
• The need for speedy help for new entrants,
• The need for further work to develop some of the Pack Inquiry's recommendations.
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Although these and other aspects are still evolving in Europe, and we must wait and see
what the European Commission's legislative proposals say when they are published later
this year, it is clear that there is much common thinking between the Committee and the
Scottish Government.

We are currently working with stakeholders to take forward some of the issues identified in
the Pack report with a view to developing a Scottish negotiating position for the debate
ahead in Europe on the future CAP. I will of course keep the Committee informed of
significant developments on this front.

We are not expecting the European Commission to publish its legislative proposals before
October; this publication will signal the start of the detailed negotiations. As the CAP is
subject to the co-decision process which requires the Commission to reach agreement with
the European Parliament it could take up to two years before any agreement is reached on
the future CAP.

I will keep the Committee informed of developments and look forward to working with you
throughout this session of Parliament.

--
RICHARD LOCHHEAD
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